Lesson Plan Ideas for Social Studies & E.S.L. Students
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Target Audience
· Students from Grades 3-12 in Social Studies courses (including geography, history)

· Students new to Canada in ESL programs
We’ll provide URL shortcuts
When there is a long URL, we’ll provide it for cut & paste, but for a verbal instruction, use the 6-character tinyurl.com shortcode, which auto-redirects to the long URL
Goals & Objectives
To encourage students to explore the digital information about their communities, and abut other communities across Canada, to help them to explore their country, and develop geographic familiarity. 

For those new to Canada, the additional goal is to give them a level of familiarity similar to those who have (and who’s parents have) grown up here. To give them a better (native) sense of the geography and history of Canada, and the many communities scattered across this country.
Outcomes & Competencies

Students should be able to perform online research, critically evaluate the quality of information found, and be able to compare and contrast living conditions and lifestyles (covering recreation, entertainment, sports, politics, and shopping) in different communities across Canada. 
They should have a basic understanding of how communities they studied have grown over the years, in the context of their geology and geography, have some knowledge of the First Nations of the area, early settlement, recent growth and industrialization.

Students should be able to plan a family vacation to another part of the country, and have the ability to research what attractions, historical sites, geographical features, and other points of interest would be found at their destination, and at various communities along the way.

Lesson Plan Overview

Comparative Community Studies using the Internet - Part One

Objective: In YOUR OWN community, use a variety of internet resources to identify community characteristics.
Time: This module can take a week or two, with one hour devoted to each of the headings below. This work can be done individually or in small groups, in both written form with a short verbal presentation (maybe with some multimedia)
Demographics 
What is the age, income, racial, and place of origin (second languages) of the residents of the community? Are there variations in different parts of the community?
Online resources:
	Description
	URL

	Statistics Canada
	http://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2011/dp-pd/prof/index.cfm?Lang=E&fpv=3867 or 

https://tinyurl.com/kxx7thh


Geography and Climate/Weather

What is the geography of the area around the city? What is the dominant feature? Flat prairie, rocky/hilly Canadian Shield, productive agriculture land, or mountains? What bodies of water (oceans, lakes, rivers) are important to the community? How far north or how far inland is the community? What is the impact of geography and bodies of water on the weather patterns?
What average summertime, wintertime and spring/fall temperatures? How much variance between average daytime highs and lows in summer and in winter? How much sunshine does the community get at different times of year? How does this change over the ear? And how is this impacted by how far north or south a community is? 

How much precipitation is at different times of year? What variation in type and amount are there in different seasons? Why? How does this impact agriculture and other industries in your community?
Online resources:
	Description
	URL

	Natural Resources Canada (Maps)
	https://www.nrcan.gc.ca/earth-sciences/geography/atlas-canada 

or
http://tinyurl.com/q5uw9vc

	Natural Resources Canada (Place names)
	https://www.nrcan.gc.ca/earth-sciences/geography/place-names/origins-geographical-names/9222
or
http://tinyurl.com/nkxwm5b

	Environment Canada (Weather history)
	http://climate.weather.gc.ca/climate_normals/index_e.html
or

http://tinyurl.com/naex9pw

	FoundLocally
	see Local ( History

see Local ( Intro


History 
Why did your community locate where it is now. What makes the area’s geography interesting, unique or important? Who first settled in this area (the First Nations as well as the early European settlers). Where did the settlers come from? Did the settlers and immigrants arrive in a steady trickle over many years, or did they arrive in surges following specific events (like opening of the railroad, or a world political event like a foreign famine, or a war)? What key historical and economic events helped the community to grow to its current size. 

What local resources were key to the area’s growth and economic stability? When were key discoveries of local resources made? What technologies evolved to make that resource more efficient to extract/grow/harvest and use.
What key local infrastructure was needed to help grow the community? What about railroads, highways, roads, subway lines, canals, airports, power dams and access to electricity, civic structures like arenas, protection of area parklands, city hall? Wat impact did each have on the community and its quality of life?
Online resources:
	Description
	URL

	general Google search
	

	Histori.ca
	

	FoundLocally 
	see Local ( History


Education availability 
Identify the number of schools in the community at primary, middle, and secondary levels (public, separate/Catholic, private) as well as post-Secondary institutions and public libraries. What is the level of education among the population, and how does it vary by the age of the population? What kinds of education are important for area industries and employers? How do educational institutions help meet those needs?



Online resources:
	Description
	URL

	Local school board 
	

	Public library site
	

	FoundLocally 
	See Shopping ( Education


Recreation opportunities

People do not work all the time (at least in recent years). How do people spend their non-working time? What do they do to share their culture, and what entertainment and festivals do the people watch or participate in? How do they exercise themselves through sport & recreation/ How do families enjoy the various seasons throughout the year, and how do families entertain each other?

Identify leisure activities for in and around your community

· Pools and arenas (see local municipal recreation website or FoundLocally.com’s Recreation (Sports section)

· Skiing & golfing (general Google search or FoundLocally.com’s Recreation (Sports section)

· Parks, Museums, Attractions (general Google search or FoundLocally.com’s Travel ( Intown section)

· Movie Theatres & Performing Arts (general Google Search or FoundLocally’s Recreation ( Entertainment and Popular Links (Movies sections)
· Festivals & Things to do (general Google search, or FoundLocally’s Entertainment ( Festivals and FoundLocally’s Popular Links ( Kids Things to Do)
· Nearby Attractions (general Google Search or FoundLocally’s Travel ( Nearby section)
SPECIAL EXERCISE: if you had a friend visiting form another part of Canada (or from another country), what would you do to showcase your community? Do this for the age (grade) and gender assigned to you. 

Online resources:
	Description
	URL

	Local school board 
	

	Local tourism authority website
	

	FoundLocally 
	see Popular Links – Visitor Intro


Special Exercise: If you had a friend or relative visiting from another part of Canada, what would you do to showcase your community? (See FoundLocally’s Popular Links ( Visitor Intro)
Housing options

What kind of housing is available for different types of people? Families like single family detached, semi-detached or townhouses, while younger adults prefer apartments or condominiums. What seniors/retirement housing options are there, for your grandparents or other older relatives to live nearby?
What differences in population density are caused by their choices? How do different neighbourhoods develop clusters of different kinds of housing? How does this develop when considering the age of the community, its proximity to employment (harbours, rail lines, and industries, and proximity to educational institutions (like colleges & universities) and recreational facilities
Students can compare and contrast two neighbourhoods in their own town or area

Online resources:
	Description
	URL

	Statistics Canada website 
	http://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2011/dp-pd/prof/index.cfm?Lang=E&fpv=3867 
or
http://tinyurl.com/kxx7thh

	FoundLocally 
	See Homes (Neighbourhoods
use the pop-down menu to navigate between different map “layers”


Government & Elections

What is the name of the municipality in your community, what is the province you live in? Identify elected officials like city/town councilors, mayor at the municipal level. What about your MLA, MPP or MNA (depending on which province you live in), and who are your local MPs (members of Parliament). 
What political party do they represent or belong to? When was the last election for that position, and when is the next election? How much time do they have before that election?

For each, identify when they got elected, and when is the next election for that position. 
Special Exercise: Select an issue that would make the community a better place to live in by the time you are old enough to vote and write a letter or email to the most appropriate elected official. Read the letter to the class and explain why it would be sent to that elected member of government. 


Online resources:
	Description
	URL

	Provincial legislature 
	

	Municipal 
	

	Parliamentary Library 
	

	FoundLocally 
	See Local ( Government


SPECIAL EXERCISE: Select an issue that would make the community a better place to live in by the time you are old enough to vote. Write a letter or email to the most appropriate official or elected representative. Read the letter to the class and explain why it would be sent to THAT elected member of government.

Shopping Options

Where can you shop for things like groceries and clothing. Typically, this is at a shopping mall, a local shopping district (or small-town main street), a farmer’s market, and sometimes a flea market. 

Online resources:
	Description
	URL

	General Google search 
	

	FoundLocally Shopping
	


Complete your report with local photos. take pictures with your camera, search for online image resources, or use the ones in FoundLocally’s Images (Community ( Local Photos) that are free for use by students and teachers

Transportation options

How well is your community served by highways/ list the major ones and the communities nearby you can reach by each. What bus lines serve your community, and which cities nearby can you travel to with public bus lines? 

Where is the nearest airport, and how many airlines are served at that airport? Name some communities you can fly to from that airport. Are there any winter vacation destinations accessible from the local airport? If you were planning a family trip to Europe or to Asia (have the class pick a city in each), which airport do you have to fly to in order to catch a flight to a city in that continent?


What about public transit options? Do you have bus, light rail, subway or other options/ Are they accessible to the handicapped or do they provide reasonable alternatives? If you lose something on public transit, where is the Lost & Found?

Online resources:
	Description
	URL

	General Google search 
	

	FoundLocally 
	See Travel ( Transportation


COMPLETE YOUR REPORT: Complete your report and presentation with local photos. Take photos with your camera/phone, or search for online resources. FoundLocally has images free to use for students and teachers. See Community ( Local Photos

Lesson Plan Overview

Comparative Community Studies using the Internet - Part Two

Do the same research for another community in a different province

Pick a city and province different from your own, and compare & contrast its geography, history, and demographics
Describe the other community’s geography, history, educational available, recreational opportunities, housing options, government & elections, transportation, and shopping options
Use the same/corresponding pages in another FoundLocally community’s site as you did in your own community, or do general Google searches

Online resources:
	Description
	URL

	General Google search 
	

	FoundLocally.com (different communities) 
	


Lesson Plan Overview

Canadian Travel & Canadian Communities
Canada is a large country, and there are many ways to get form one city to another, with options for travel by air, rail, bus, ferry (in maritime areas), or car.

CASE ONE: Getting there by air

Air Travel Identify the routes to go by air (which airlines, how many times a day or week can you fly) from your closest airport to the one closest to the other city. Are there carrier options other than Air Canada or WestJet? 

Select a community that is more than 1500 km away (how long would that take to drive at normal highway speeds?) Look at your local airport site and see if there are regular flights connecting to that other city.
Or use a site like Kayak.com to find alternatives/. How expensive, how many stop-overs, and how long in total for the top five flight options take? How do you get into town at your destination airport, and how long would that take?
CASE TWO: Getting there by ground (car or otherwise)
Scenario “A”: Identify public ground transit options like train (VIA, GO-Train, or other company), or bus (Greyhound, Voyageur, or other option). How often can you travel between the two cities, what is the adult and the child fare? How long will the trip take, how does this compare to the airfare?

Scenario “A”: Plan a Road Trip, using the family car (we’ll pretend, if your family does not/yet have a car), where you (or more likely, your parents) would be driving between your city and the destination city. And back (which may be by a different route).

Here are some considerations in planning your road trip:

· If you are driving between the two communities in the family care (well, your parents would be driving!) Pick a travel time (say, first or second week of July) 

· What route would you take? 

· What cities would you visit along the way? How did these towns get their names?

· How long would the trip take (allowing 4-6 hours a day of driving)? Allow some time to stop and see the sights and to relax.
What kind of hotels or campgrounds are near your various stopping points

· What festivals would you run into along the way? 

· What attractions are worth stopping for along the way?

· What national or provincial parks have unique features worth stopping for? 

· What national or provincial historic sites might be interesting to visit along the way?

· Are there any beaches, wave pools, water parks, or go-cart tracks along the way? What’s the longest bridge you will cross along the way?

· Are there any long rock cuts through Canadian Shield along the way?

Use the TransCanadaHighway.com site to plan route itineraries, drive time, and list some worthy features along the way. Use Google Earth or Google Maps-Satellite view to view lakes, rivers and bridges) and use other FoundLocally sites for See Travel (Attractions and See Travel (Attractions
Online resources:
	Description
	URL

	TransCanadaHighway.com
	See itineraries, top attractions, and each of the communities along the way…

	Google Earth
	

	Google Maps - Satellite view
	

	FoundLocally what to do
	see Entertainment ( Festivals

	FoundLocally what to see
	see Travel (Attractions

	FoundLocally how to get around
	see Transportation (For Hire

	FoundLocally accommodation
	see Travel ( Accommodation

	Kayak.com to plan flight options
	Kayak.com


COMPLETE YOUR REPORT: Present your vacation plans to the class. Vote on who has the most interesting vacation trip. Who saw the most unique attraction? Embellish your presentation with local photos. Take photos with your camera/phone, or search for online resources. FoundLocally has images free to use for students and teachers. See Local ( Local Photos
